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~ The Play’s the thing !""—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Lasr night, the Opera of Masaniello again attracted a very nume- 
rous audience to this Theatre.—The afterpiecc was the Fairy Tale of 
Thierna-na-Oge. A new Historical Play, in three Acts, is in aetive 
preparation and will speedily be produced. 

Covent Garden Cheatre. 

Last night the Tragedy of Jane Shore was performed at this The- 
atre, for the purpose of introducing Miss Smithson as the gentle Shore. 
The extraordinary reputation which this lady has acquired in so short 
a time, by her histrionic efforts, has spread through all the prineipal 
cities of Europe, and has placed her, in the estimation of our Gallic 
neighbours, on the very topmost round of the ladder of fame ;—they 
even consider her superior to their own great tragic actresses, Georges 
and Duchesnois. It was in the character of Jane Shore, that she 
first excited that enthusiastic admiration of the Parisian critics, which 
has attended all her subsequent efforts ; we, therefore, think, she did 
wisely in selecting that part for her début. On her entranee, she was 
greeted by the audience, with loud and long continued cheers, which 
seemed greatly to affect her ;—she soon, however, regained perfect 
self-possession. Her conception of the character of the guilty, but 
penitent, Shore, was perfectly correct, and she embodied her concep- 
tion with admirable skill. 

In the early parts of the Play, she threw an air of graceful dejection 
into her acting, highly characteristic of the penitent, and uttered 
with deep emotion the speech commencing ‘While woman, sense, and na- 
ture’s easy fool.’ In the scene where she is solicited by Hastings, she 
rejected his overtures with a lofty disdain, and an expressive look of 
reproach at his unworthy advances, which might have awed the most 
determined libertine. In the fourth act she shewed herself to be an 
actress of no mean ability ; in the interview with the tyrant Glo'ster, 
she recited her griefs in a very affecting manner, and when she learot 
that Hastings, would not consent to set aside'the children of Hdward ; 
the apostrophe ‘ Reward him for the righteous deed, jast Heaven,’ was 
delivered by her in a manner so energetic and impassioned as perfectly 
to electrify the audience, and called forth the loudest testimonies of 
delight. Her bye play, or rather pantomime, when the tyrant sentenced 
her to a cruel death, was performed in a truly excellent manner.— 
But it was in the last act that she put forth al) her powers.—She de- 
pieted the sufferings of mental and physical agony with a force and 
truth perfectly appalling : she threw a hurried, anxious glance around 
as she approached dlicia’s door—then started with affright, at the 
sound of the knocker. Her terror, when her injored husband pre- 
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sented himself before her, was highly wrought, and exceedingly effec- 
tive ; her exclamation, “‘ Oh save me, Belmour,” was heart-piercing : 
and when the myrmidons of Glo’ster. dragged her husband from her 
expiring arms, her looks, her tones, her.gestures, were truly touch- 
ing; until, at last, exhausted nature seemed to have reached the ex- 
treme point of suffering, and, witha convulsive shudder, she fell dead, 
her last look turned towards her forgiving and afflicted husband.— 
Miss Smithson has, by her performance of last night, fully justified 
the encomiums which have been lavished on her by our Parisian bre- 
thren. We regret to say, that the state of the house was a disgrace 
to the dramatie public ; we have not seen a thinner audience any night 
during the season. She was loudly applauded during the Play, and 
her second appearance on Thursday was hailed with cheers. 











To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Eprror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street,Covent 
Garden, haying just popt in te luxuriate on a capital cup of Coffee, and a true 
Havannah—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have 
to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to-rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Tuesday, I visit that fashionable ‘Establishment, Tuz Roya Bazaar, 
Oxford Street, to see the Four new Views of The British Diorama; one of 
which is York Minster on fire—sublime and awful, but truly grand: the other 
Views equally beautiful ; The Descent from the Cross a magnificent group— 
the eut-paper work extremely ingenious. Afterwards lounge about g the 
hundreds of fashionab*es who daily crowd this place, and make many little pur- 
chases at the different stands, which abound with every description of elegant 
Articles, at remarkably low prices. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical: Automa—Musica! Lady, Juvenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a magnificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &c. In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between | and 4 o’¢lock, at 
The Apotlonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Thursday, I shall be found, with my Spectacles off, admiring the truly 
grand display of the Wonders of Nature—I don’t mean the Naturals called 
Fops,but the Microscopic Wonders, and Living Picture of Regent Street, ex- 
hibited by Mr. Carpenter, the Optician, in Regent Street. In the evening, I 
drop into Covent Garden Theatre to see The Invincibles, with The Sublime 
and Beuutiful— always pat me in a good humour—I am never tired of hearing 
Wood's ‘ Fairest Flower,’ and Miss Hughes’s ‘ Hanter’s Signal Horn’—beau- 
tifully sung—nightly’encored. . 

On Friday, I shall look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Exhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, 1 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle+Work, in Leicester Square. 

On Saturday—All my country cousins, with Mrs. Pry, are waiting to accom- 
pany me to that long-established Magazine of Noveltics, Tue Western Ex- 
cHANGE Bazaar, Old*Bond Street—fashion combined with usefulness—elegance 
with economy—lI alweys pop in at the private door, 14, Burlington Areade. 

Now having given you my week’s perambulations, I'll kill an hour over one 
or two of eight Morning and Evening Papers at this aforesaid Divan, Kiag 
Street—skim the Magazines, take a peep at a Chess match going on, whiff ano- 
ther Cigar, and then for the play—* the play’s the thing’’—but I intrude— 
beg pardon. Your’s, PAUL PRY 
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Theatre Royal, Drury. Lane. 

This Evening, (6th time) a new Grand Opera, talled 

MASANTELLO; 
Or, the Dumb Girl of Portici. 


Scenery by Messrs. MARINARI, ANDREWS, ADAMS, and STANFIELD 
Assisted by Messrs. HOLLOGAN, SEYWARD, and FRANKLIN. 
Dances by Mrs Barrymore—Machinery by Mr Hall— Properties by Mr Blamire 
The; Music composed by Auber, and produced by Mr. T. Cooke. 
Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fisherman) Mr BRAHAM, 
Don ‘Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr T, COOKE, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Frieed) Mr LEE, 








Pietro, Friends of Masaniello, Mr BEDFORD, 
Ruffino, and Mr BLAND, 
Moreno, Leaders of the Revolt Mr YARNOLD, 


Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner; Mr FENTON. 
Nobles, Peasants, Pages, Neapolitan Fisherman, Lazzaroni, &e. 
Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, 
Fenella....(Masaniello’s Sister)......Mademoiselle ALEXANDRINE, 
Inis, Miss WESTON, 

Principal Dancers, Mr GIBBERT, Mr OSCAR BYRNE, 
Misses ANGELICA, ROSA BYRNE, BASEKE, RYAL, &c. 
Misses Macdonald, -Chikini, Ballin, M’Henry, Vallancy, Gear, Web- 
ster, Lane, Willmott; Clare, Bennett, Jones, Irwin, Fenton, &c. 
Messrs. Howell, Barnes, Bartlett, Wieland, €hikini; Brown, Smith, 
Brady, Williams, Jefferies, Wilson, Harfison, Thomas, &c- 

' Succession of New Scenery : 


Scene 1 The Gardens of the Viceroy, with Naples in the distancé— 
(Andtews)—2. Bay of Naples (Stanfield)—3 Apartment in the 
Palace (Marivari )—4 The Market Place of Naples (Stanfield)— 
5 Sea Shore (Stanfield) —6 Ivterior of Masaniello’ Hut (Andrews) 
With distant View. of the Heights of Naples (Stanfield)—7 Ves- 
tibule of the Viceroy’s Palace+Vesuvius in the distance—Terrific 
Eruption (Stanfield.) 

a 


After which, the Faree of 


Charles the XIIth. 


Charles KIlthy King of Sweden; Mr W. FARREN, 
Adam Brock, Mr LISTON, 
Gustavus, Mr J. VINING, Vanberg, Mr COOPER, 
Triptolemus Muddlewerk, Mr HARLEY, 


Ulrica, Miss E. TREE, . Eudiga, Miss LOVE. 





To-morrow, Masaniello, Deaf as a Post, and Comfortable Lodgings. 










































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


| This Evening, will be revived Milton’s Masque of 


| COMUS. 


t With NEW SCHNERY, DRESSES, and. DECORATIONS. 








| The original Music by HANDEL & Dr. ARNE, with Additions by BISHOP. 
" The Overture by CHERUBINI. 

1} The Scenery by Messrs. GRIEVE, T. GRIEVE, W. GRIEVE, &c. 

} Comus, Mr C. KEMBLE, 


First Spirit, Mr DURUSET, Second Spirit, Miss H. CAWSE, 
Brothers, Mr HOLL and Miss J. SCOTT, 
Bacchants, Mess. PHILLIPS, B. TAYLOR, STANSBURY, ISAACS, 
Purday, Henry, Mears, Ashton, Birt, Caulfield, Crumpton, &c. 
{ Satyrs, Mr ELLAR and Mr T. BLANCHARD, 
The Lady....Miss HUGHES, First Bacchante....Miss BYFELD, 
j Second ditto, Miss FORDE, Third ditto, Miss GOWARD, 
U Euphrosyne, Miss COVENEY, (her first appearance on this stage) 
Sabrina, Miss CAWSE. 
The following is a succession of the Scenery, Airs, &c. 

Song, ‘ Nor on beds of fading flowers,’ Miss H. CAWSE, 

Scene, Ethereal Abodeof the Spirits, with 2 Wood, & 
Song, ‘ Phebus sinketh, Mr Phillips, ‘ By dimpled brook,’ Miss Goward. 

Duet, ‘ From tyrant laws,’ Mr B. Taylor and Miss Byfeld. 
i BACCHANALIAN DANCE, with a Pas de Cinque, by Mons. D’ Albert, 
1 Mesdames Vedy, Bedford, Thomasin, Griffiths. 





; Song, ‘Sweet Echo,’ Miss HUGHES. 
Scone A Labyrinth. Song, By the gaily circling glass, Mr Phillips. 


> 


Sung, ‘ Would you taste the noon-tide air,’ Miss Byfeld. 

Quartet, ‘Live and Love,’ Mr Taylor, Mr Purday, Miss Forde, Miss Goward. 
| Chorus, ‘ Away, away, to Comus’s Court repair. 

13 Scene The Palace of Comaus,. Laughing Song, and Chorus. 
Song, ‘ Bid me Discourse,” Miss Coveney. ‘ ‘The wanton god,’ Ditto. 

| ‘Preach me not,’ Mr Stansbury. ‘ Sabrina, Goddess, hear,’ Mr Duruset. 
Scene Sabrina’s Submarine Palace. 

i Recitative, and Air, ‘ Shepherd ’tis my Office,’............ Miss Cawse. 

| Scene The Aerial Temple of Bliss. 

" Air and Chorus, ‘ Mortals that would happy be,’ Miss H. Cawse, &c. 


_ After which, (10th time) a new Operatic Entertainment, called 


| Home, sweet Home! 


Madame Germance, Madame VESTRIS. 
After which, a Farce, called 


Master’s Rival. 


Sir Colley Cowmeadow, Mr BARTLEY, Robin, Mr TURNOUR, 
Peter Shack, Mr WRENCH, 
Capt. Middleton, Mr RAYMOND, Mr Aldgate, M1 BLANCHARD, 
Paul Shack.............«.+..Mr KEELEY, 
Barnes, Mr MEARS, Invalid Soldier, Mr HEATH, 
Tibby Postlethwaite, Mrs GIBBS, 
\i Mrs Aldgate, Mrs WESTON, Amelia Aldgate, Miss J. SCOTT. 








